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Scattered ſheep? 
Sought after. $7" 


r, In a Lamentarion over the general loſle of the powerful preſence 
of God in his people, ſince the dayes of the Apoſtles, with a par- 
ticular bewailing of che withering and death of choſe precious bud- 
| dings forch of lite, which appeared in many ar the beginning of the 
= late troubles in cheſe Nations,wich the proper way of recovery for 

ſuch, | 
2. In ſome Propoſitions concerning the only way of ſalvation z where 
is an anſwer given to that great objeCtion , That the lighe which 
convincerh of fin, is the light of a natural conſcience ; and a brief 
account rendred of the ground of mens miſunderſtanding Scri- 

v pcures, 


( 3. In expoling co view the fundamental Principle of the Goſpel,upon 
whichthe redeemed Spiric is builc, 
2 4. And in ſome Queſtions and Anſwers, by way of Catechiſm ,. far 


| the ſake of che fimple hearced; direRting co that Principle , and 
. fixing 11 it, 
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. | By Iſaac Permington. 
& 8 5 hen y ary ſpoke trembling, he exalted himſelf in Iſrael; but 
'" * when be offended in Baal, he died. And now they ſin more and more,8c. 
"TIM T herefore then ſhall be as the mornirg cloud, and a4 the early dew,&c. 
bs Hoſ. 13+ 1; 2,3. - 
$- ' Tea his ſpring ſhall become drie, and his founain ſhall be dried "p, 


| Ver. 15. 
: We bave all been as ſheep ging aſtray; but bleſſed be the everlaſting 
We". Arm, which hath gathered any of ws to the Shepherd aud Biſhop of ow! 
ou 's. 
4 O come to the fold, O ſcattered Sheep come to the fold: Wander 1 
l.nger from mountain to hill, but remember your re(ting place, the ol; 
refing place of lirael, :v-n the m untam of the Lords houſ:, where 1ſrac 
may lie d wn and feed inpeace, and no ravenous beaſt can diſturb, 
Olouſe of Jacob let whored»mt wine,and new wine,no longer ſtea 
away your hearts, hut come let us walk in the light of the Lord, 
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the Fountain of living waters, and bewed them out Ciſterns, 

broken Ciſterns that can hold no water, This war ever and a= 
non the com-plairt of the Lord concerning 1ſrael, from the b:ginning to 
the end . The Lord did delight to beget, nowriſh, and bring up that peos. 
ple for himſelf , bat they were almoſt contmually revolting from bum ,. 
and rebeling agairſt him. He did mighty things for them, but they [till 
forgot him, He redeemed them by his outſlretched Arm, he fed thembe 
defended them, but they knew bim not (Iſa. 1-3.) but decked themſelves 
with the ornaments which they bad frem him, and then lift up the heel 
againſt him, Ezek. 16.7. &c, Deut.32.15. Inplain terms, they got 
what knuwlcdge they could from him into therr own wsſſels,and then t 


IM people have committed two evil: : they®%avz forſaken me . 


- could ſet up for themſelves, live of them:(elives , without frefs. bublings- 


up of life from the ſpring, from whence 1h:ir knowledg came (the Prieſts 

ſaid rot, W here is the Lord > but cen!d handle the Law, and teach the 

knowledge of it without him: and the Propbets could prophe ſie by ano« 

ther Spirit, rhe 2.8.) Ard thus the Lord God of life lived not in them, 

but they lwved upon ſuch thir gs as once Came from the life, but (being 

ſeparated from the ſpring) were dead, and nouriſhed but the dead pare 

in th. m, the part eſt rarged from God. And thus, thowgh their profeſ» 

frons were great, and they multiplied prayers, and ſacrifices, and fafts, 

and drew nigh to God with 1heir lips, yet their bearts were far from. 
kim. They had forſ. ken the Fountain, they drank not of the waters of 

the ſpring (-f the rick that followed them) but they drank of the was 

ters of their own Ciſterns, They ſ.t up that know/edge of the Law for _ 
their light, which they had hewed out with the tools of their own under 
ſtand:r.g. wnhout that ſpirit that wrote 11, This was Iſraels error of old; 
thy drank y) zea'onufly of the waters of the Law, but they drank. 
it not from h: ſpring , but cut of the Ciſterns which themſelves bad 
hewed. 

And as it was thus with \(rael of old. [ hath is been with Iſr1el ſince, 
The ( h-iſtian Virael hath been alwaies backs ſliding, aiwaies ſrgerving 
the Lord |, ſtill getting what they cenld from bim to live of themſelves, 
but refaſr'g rolveonb m: gertimg what knowledge ty could from the 
Sertptrires wihant bm, getting what they could from their exerciſes and 
exrertenc.s, but n geting the ſp ing f their life. And fo this Iſrael 
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T alſo dies, this Iſrael likewiſe withers, and becomes 4 ſcorn to the beathen* 


or thewgh t eat words of their God , yet they themſelves aye 
= As rhe ng eumciſed like thens, anacquainted with the ver- 
tne & power of liſe like them,alwaies ſtriving againſt ſin in tht which 
cannot conquer, and ſo they alſo are ſlaves under their luſts and corrupti® 
#n1,like the beatber, and know not the truth which makes free indeed. 
Exceeding great hath been the apoſt acy of this age, Mighty was the 

appearance of God inwardly in his peoples. Spirits, mighty was the ap- 
pearance of God outwardly in the Natiin, many waies aud great hopes 
there was of # thorow reformation, But how ſuddenly was the pure Spirit 
of the Lord forgotten, and departed from, and bu work overturned both 
within and without ; inwardly im his popics ſpirits, and outwardly in 
the Nation » whoſe revolting was but a type of the inward. And bow 
hath the Spirit of the Bord mourned after his people, often reproving 
them for their back: ſlidings ! but they have been (a5 Iſrael of old, like 
the deaf Adder) juſtifying” themſelves , and ccmplaming againſt tbe 
witzeſſes of God (as ſrael 6F againſt bis Prophets) who from the Lord 
reftifie againſt them, And it cannot be otherwiſe ; for the dead waters 

is Iſracls hewen Cifterns, will never agree with the waters of the living 
Forntain, but will withitand their tet, mony. 

How ſballthe charmer charm wiſcly enongh, to make apaſtate Iſrael 

hearken to his voice ' I have not back ſlidden, ſaith one in one form ; 
I bave not back-ſlidden, ſaith an+ther in anotber form: | ams not back- 

firdden ſaith one in one notion ; 1 am not back ſlidden ſath another, in 
another notion ; 1 am bilieving, hoping, and waiting in what the Lord 
hath already revealed, and following on to know him. This bath been 
tby manner from thy yow hytbai thou cbedft not my word, but ſtill baſt 
been ju#tifying thy ſelf, as if thou hadſt ob.yed, And yet your back- 
ſlidings are written upon your forcheadr, as with the point of a D. a+ 

mond, for who among you retains hi: freſhneſſe? an evident demonſtra- 

tion that ye are departed from the ſpring, and bold your know edge, «xpe- 

riences, and h pes in the dead part, and your chiefeſt prop, of comfort is 

the remembr ance of what ye once bad. Ab poor, barren, dead ſouls , us 

tb your beſt ſnpport > Return, r:turn, enter into the bouſe of manrumng, 

and le the living lay it to heart, F4 
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A Lamentation with a call to mourning and Lamen- 
tation , Kc, 


() Iſrael, the royal ſeed, the plant of renown, the living off - 


ſpring of erernicyz O daugnter of Sion , who didſt once 

ſhine with the beaury and glory of life , whar is become of 
thee ! how arr thou held captive, and chained up in Babylon | how 
doſt rhoulie ſullied among the porg ! how are the wings of thy Dove 
clipped 1 how art thou covered , and polluted with the filth of the 
whole earth ! 

O take up a Lamencation, weep O /ſrael, mourn O daughter of 
_—_ bewail thy widdow- hood, thy deſolation, thy loſs of Huſ- 
band, thy ſad caprivity,thy baniſhment our of thine own land,and thy 
chraldom 1n the land of chine enemy. | 

Whar is become of thy God, che mighty God o& Jacob,whoſe out= 
ftr<tched arme hath bezn able co ſave and redeem his ſeed our of 
bondage Þ What enemy hath been able to ſtand before him ? What 
wild Boar out of the Wood, or wild Beaſt out of the Forreſtwas able 
to break into his Vineyard,while he kept the fence ? where is chat arm _ 
that ſmote Rahab, and {1:w the Dragon ? Where is that hook that he 
Was Wont to put into the noſtrils of the Leviathan ? Pharaob is alive, 
the wiſe Egyptians have power, Egypt holds the ſeed in bondage, Ges 
bal, Ammon, and Amalck , th: Philiſtins with the inhabicancs of 
Tire,are all able to ſmice Iſrael, and to Rop up che welkſprings of life. 
Awake O arm of the Lord, and awaken Iſrael, that thou again maiſt 
become his Saviour in the fight of all the Nations; and let all che 
houſe of /ſrae/, b:ing awzkened, mourn in the Spirit of che Lord after: 
the Lord. 

What is b2come of thy A-ſ6ab, the Lords anointed, the Captain 
of the Lords hoaſts, the Angel of the Covenant of lite, who w 1s wont 
tog0in and out before th2z 1n fighting of the Lords barrels, wap was 
the Prince and Sav:our in the land of peace and reſt, who walked 1n 
the mic of th: candl-fticks,who was thy King thy ſhepherd.thy-cems 
ple waerein thou worſhippeclt, ard the eternal lighc of chy lite in che 
Land of the I'ving ? | 

Wha: is b:come of th: holy iris which q ickn2d- thee ty my 
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A Lamentation, 
and which lived in thee being quickned ? which kept thee alive fn 
him--char livecky and made thee taſte the ſweetneſle of life continue * 
ally ? Where is the anointing, which ſuppled thee all over with the 
oyl of gladnetſe and (alvation'? Whereis the Comforter,that reſreibed 
thy ſpirir continually, and led thee into all cruth , reaching thee all 
the things of God, according to thy meaſure of growth in the life ? 
Where is che Spirit of chy Facher,which Spirued thee with thy Fathers 
nature, which begoc an brought torch the lite, power, glory, majeſty, 
eternity of thy Facher in thee ? | 

What is become of Sron, the holy Mounr,whereon thou waſt buile? 
Stor, the fortreſl: of holineſſe, where is it ? What is become of Jergs 
{alem the holy City, thy Mother whereof thou waſt born? What is 
become of that Covenant of life, in whoſe womb thou walſt begotten 
and brought ferth, and by whoſe milk, and breath thou waſt afterward 
nouriſhed and brovght vp 2 

Waere are all the fruits of the holy Land ? the pleaſant Grapes,the 
ſweet Figs, th: precious Olives, that yeelded Wine and Oyl to make 
the hearc glad, andyco refreſh the cotintenance of the Lord of Life ? 
Where's the joy in the Lord, the chedienee to the Lord, the praying, 
the praifing, the living, the walking in his Spirit, the enrering into 
and bringing forth fruit in bis pure underſtincing, and in his holy un- 
ſported will and movings in the purified heart ? 

Alas, alas, Babylon hath prevailed , h-r King hath reigned, Sin 
hath bzen held in bonds , and that which hath ſprung up under her 
name, hath been the filchy off ſpring of Baby/on, the ſeed of the Mo« 
ther of Harlots and theſe have brought forth ſower fruir, loathſome 
fruic, finely painted to the view of that eye which cannor ſearch into 
ity but loathſom in its nature, This hath been the State of the apo- 
ſacy lince the daies of the Apoſiles, wherein that which hath not bzen 
of God hath reigned, and chat which hath been of God hath ſiffered , 
and been reproached as if it had not been of God, and hath panted 
and mourned after the ſpringing up of tne ſpring of its life, and its 
oathering into it, 

The deep ſenſe of this hath afflited my Soul from my tender years, 
the eternal witneſl* awakening in me, and the eternal light manifeſt- 
ing the darkneſl> ali aiong unto me, though I knew not chat it was the 
light ,. but wenc abour to meaſure its appearances in me, by words 
which it ſelf had formerly ſpoken to others, and ſo ſet up my own un- 
derſtanding :nd comprenenfion as the meaſurery although I did not 
then 
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A Lamwittaio, On 
thn perceive or think that 1 did fo. Thus cotitimnually (chrovgh igno- 
rance) I f1:w the life, and ſold my ſelf for athing of nothing , even 
for fuch an appearance of lifey as my underſta part could judge 
moſt agreeable ro Scriptures, This the Lord blew upon , though its 
comlineſle was unutterable ( the life Rill feeding my Spiric under 
neath, from whence ſprang at inward beauty and freſhneſle:) then 
ſuch a day (or rather night) of darkneſl: and diftreſle overrook me, 
as would make the hardeſt heare melt to hear the relation of ; yer the 
Lord was in that darknefle, and he preferved me, and was forming of 
me to himſelf ; and the taſte I had then of him, was tat beyond what 
ever F had known in che pureſt rains of my Religion formerly, And 
the Lord powerfully ſhut up my underſtanding, and preſerved my life 
from the betrayer. Bur yer that was not perteAly deftroyed in me , 
upon which the Tempter night work : and the Lord ſuffered tim 
to lay a ſnare, and my feer were intangled unawares, in ſo much as 
the hmplicity was berraved, and the fleſhly part grew wiſe by thoſe 
exerciſes wherewich the Lord had cried me. This poyſoned me , this 
burc me, this truck at che root of my life, and death 'inſenſibly grew 
upen me. The D-vil (the envious ſeeds-man,couſened me with the 
Image, which before I had had inthe eruth opening my underſtand- 
me part (bythe ſubcilty of remptation and decei.) which the Lord 
had been deſtroying ; and letting that in , which the Lord hid ſhur 
out : and then the Lord took away, and ſhut up from chat part,that 
which before he had opened to the ſeed, whereby the way of life bz- 
came ſtopped, and the way of death opened in a Myſtery. And then 
I could talk of univerſal love, of ſpiritual liberty , &c. and wait for 
the glorious appearance of life, having loſt that which formerly gave 
me th2 ſenſe of 1ts nature : yea, at length I could ſeek ro the creatures 
for what they could yeeld, and Rrive to rub out the time of my miſe- 
ry wichout rhe immediate preſence of the lifz of che Creator, And 
as for -this deſpicable p2ople (whom I now own in the Lord) I could ' 
meaſur2 them, I could fathome them: I could own their Rand- 
mg, and yer ſee their ſhor:neſſ2, and could (with fatisfation to 
my ſpirit) wrice death upon them, as the end of chat diſpenſation of 
life, into which 1 ſaw them entering, and in part en:red. Here was 
my Randing,when the Lord drew his {word vpon me,and ſmote me in 
the very inmcſt of my ſoul : by which ftroke (lymg till a while un- 
der it) my eyes came to be op2ned ; and then I ſaw the blindnefſe 
of that eye , which was able to {e2 ſo far, and the —— 
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char heart and ſpirir, which was ſo latge and vaſt in comprehending : 
and my Soul bowed down to the Lord co ſlay this, ro (tarve this, 
ro make a fool of this; yea my delire was (ro preſent ſence) as 
great after che death of this, as after the enjoyment of life in the Lord. 

And now this hath opened a fre(h ſpring ot ſorrow in me,a mourn- 
ing over the jult one, which hath been ſlain by me. O how cruelly , 
how ofcen have I murchered chat, which came to give me hfe / how 
' often have I (ought co have my own underſtanding, my own compre» 
henfion , my own will and affections in Religion live,and cherighte- 
ous pure immorczl principle die ! though I did nor then call ic my 
own (as other men do not now ) but took it to be of God, and to be 
che thing chat was to live : for I alſowas deceived, and choughc the 
Baſtard (which was a falſe conception). was to inherit not knowing 
him co be the Baſtard, but rtakivg him tor the = heir. And my ſoul 
is exceedingly enlarged in me towards coſe, Who at this day lie un- 
der the power of the ſame deceir, who have fl:in che Lord of life as 
well as l, and in whomthe contrary nature lives under a covering ; 
who cannot polibly ſee that chis (which now lives in chem) is nor the 
heir uncil che ſameeye be opened in chem. | 

Th: life that was Rirring , at the beginning of che crouble of cheſe 
Nations, was very precious : it did unite to God, it did unite ro one 
another; ic kindled an univerſal ſence of che capuvity,of the bondage, 
of the great oppreſſion of 1ſrael, and a joynt cry Went up to God for 
deliverafice, And God heard the cry, and aroſe ro deliver, and did 
begin to break the yoke, both outwardly in the Nation, and inwardly 
in peoples ſpirits, 

Bur then the remprer did alſo ſet himſelf at work, again to intangle 
Iſrael, For this end he brings forth likeneſſes of that which /ſrael 
deſired, and was ſeeking after. He brings forth ſeveral forms of wor- 
ſhip co allure ſome with, ſeveral ſorts of notions to allure others with, 
ſeveral freſh appearances of life, of love, of liberty,to rempt the peo» 
pic of God afide from following that ſpirit which roſe up co deliver, 

us comes he forth, and prevails : he divides in Facob, and ſcatters 
in Iſrael; drawing one parc to this form, another part rowards that 
form ; one to this Notion, another to that Notion ; one to this in- 
ward Image, another to that ſpiritual Idol; and all from the life, all 
from the power, all from the Saviour , all from the deliverer : and 
ſo the work tops. Ir ops in the Nation, and ic ſtops 1n peoples ſpi- 
rits, and men generally wheele abour, and center again , and apply 
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A Lamemdation. oo 
themſelves to make Images like the Images they had deſtroyed: and 
ſo the Captivity returns, I/rel is curned back into his bonds, and 
the Spirit which oppreſſed him before, again cruſheth him, and rules 
over him, And ſogreat hath the breach been upon 1ſrae/, that the Spi- 
rit of the world is become hardened, and thinks there's an end of 
this work of God , and now they may venture again to ſettle both 
Church and Statey upon the old Principles of that wiſdom which the 
Lord was (baking, h 

And now where is the people whom the Lord was redeeming ; 
where is the praying people, the panting people, the mourning peo- 
ple, the people that could have travelled from ſea to ſea co have had 
the will of God revealed ? are they not run into the earth is not 
the ſpiric of che earth come over them ? are they nor dividing the 
ſpoils> The inward Jew, the renewed nature is ſunk,loſt, made a prey 
of , the Gentile, the Heatheniſh Spiric hath riſen up, and ſeared ir ſelt 
ina form of worſhip, or in ſome high Notions of knowledge,on which 
that Spirit (which knows not the Tree of life) loves to feed, Some are 
fark dead , no ſence at all in chem, bur life quice ſwallowed up of 
death . Others perbaps are (till preſſing rowards the Kingdom,but in 
the wrong nature, in that which Thall never obtain ; and they may 
there meet with ſome enjoyments, bur not enjoyments from or of the 
true thing, bur of the likenetſe which the enemy hath painted co 
deceive them with: and hey may alſo wait and hope that the King» 
dom will come, and yer be our of that which knows its coming , and 
can alone prepare the heart for its appearance. Yea ſome are got ſo 
high, that they are even in the Throne : They have the love, the 
life, the libzrry, the joy, the peace of the Kingdom (as they imagine.) 
They can reign as King without us, without chat nature and princi- 
ple wherein our life ies. Bur theſe mighty ones, theſe Princes the 
Lord will pull from their ſeat, and raiſe up the humble, che meek,the 
low in heart, the bzggar from che dunghil, and give co him che 
T rrone of this plory. | 

Now tbis, my life in love ſaith to you all, as the proper and only 
way of your r2covery and redemption, come tothat which can judge 
you, Son is tobe redeemed with judgement, and ber comverts with 
righte:eſneſſe. 18 Sion be redeemed, it thz ſeed be agaifi raiſed, that 
Spiric Which hath got up above 1c ( and keepeth it down ) muſt * 
be jucged, and brought under by judgement. How was Iſrael of 
od to be recovered t:o:n her 1dolacrizs and whoredoms , bur by 
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A Lamentation, : 
owning and coming to that light in the Prophets which manifeſted, 
and judged it? Ye alſo have worſhiped Idols, ye alſo have run a 
whoring from the Lord, and have been inflamed with Idols under 
every green Tree. Every new Idol,every frefh appearance, every 
lively likeneſs hath rempted you afide from the Iiving God, When 
one way of worſhip hath been dry and barren, ye have lefc char ;z when 
ſome notions of thivgs have appeared empry and ſhallow, ye have 
heen weary of them; but the next neiv Idol, under the next green 
Tree, hath drawn you aſide into the hed of whoredom, where ye 
nave loſt truz fellowſhip with the true God of life,and have been be- 
rrayed of the ſeed of life,which he began to quicken and raiſe from the 
dzad. Now come to that which judgeth the 1dol, the Idol-maker, the 
whorith Spiric which cempreth aſide from the true husband, and that 
Spirit which is liable to be Tempred; and ler theſe be cur down b 
:he judgment, aud then the true ſeed of life will ſpring and flouri 
acain, There 1sno other way, be nor deceived. That muſt be awake» 
ned in you which can judge you, and muſt bring forth irs judgment in 
you unto ViRtory, if life 1n you ever riſe and get the dominton over 
death. And that Spirit which now rules in you ( and keeps the life 
down ) knows this very well, and therefore endeavours all ir can, 
to keep you from owning judgement. He would faine keep the light 
in others ſrom judging youz Do not judge, ſaith he, All judgement is 
committed to the Son, True, but (hall nor che light of the Son judge ? 
ſhall nor the light of that candle which the Lord hath lighted in one 
hearty diſcover and judg the darkneſs in another heart ? Light doth 
make manifeſt,and irs manifeſtation is its judgement, the uttering of 
the words are but the declaration of what the lrght in the hearc hath 
done before, and cannot but do for as long as it 1s light, where 
ever it come, it Will and cannot bu: diſcover and judge the darkneſs 
ir meets with , though the darkneſs cannot owne either its diſcovery 
or its judgment, bur muſt needs except againſt ir, Now if hg-cannor 
do this ( which 1s utterly impoſſibly for che dark ſpirit ro db )) then, 
in the nexr place, he fortifies and hardens che hearc,as much as he can, 
from receiving the judgement, by perſwading him co look upon ic 
as the judgement of another ſpirit like his own , and not as the j1'dges 
ment of the ligh-, Ani ſo what Paw! ſaid concerning mans judge- 
ment ( that it was a ſmall matter to him to be judged by mans 
judzzment ) the ſam2 will he ſay concerning this Mg—_—_ 
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A Lomentation.” oo OO 
And yer, as the greateſt judgement of man , inthe hi 
of the comprehnding parts (hall fall : ſo the. loweſt j of 
the light in che weakeſt child ſhall Rand ; and all the exalted ones 
of the earch (hall in due time fall before ir, though now ( in the pre» 
ſent elevation of their minds) they may riſe high above it, and 
trample i down, Therefore be nor afraid to judge deceic. Oye 
weak ones , bur be ſure thatche light alone in you judge z and lie 
very low in che light, that thar part, which the light in you judgerh 
in o: hers, get not up in you, while the light is making uſe of you to 
judge ic 1n ochers. 

And now ye poor loſt ſouls ( whofind the need of judgment, and 
any willingneſs within you to embrace it ) wait hilt, for the riſing 
of che Judge of Iſrael in your hearts, and 1n te next place wait for 
the joyning of your h2arts ro him 3 bo:h whic? are to be done by his 
ecernal light, which manifetts and gives his lite. In the loweſt ſhin» 
ing of chis light there is the judgement, and there is che King him- 
ſelt ( who is not ſevered from the leaſt degree or merſure of his own 
light ) boy down to him, kiſs his feer z know rhe nature of the thing, 
and ſubje& toir : worthip him here in his bumiliation,, receive him 
in his rokes, in his ſmitings ( and 6>ſerve, and turn from thar in 
your ſelves which ſnices him ) and ye ſhall one day ſee him 1n bis 
majeſty , inth2 power of his love in his everlaſting healings and 
embraces. And know afluredly, that that which will not worſhip 
him here, will nor bz fic ro worſhip him there, nor (hall noc 3 bur 
ſhall only tremble ar the dread of his majeſty, and be confounded 
at the ſrveetneſs of his love,bur not be able to bow down to 1t in the 
true life, For that Spirit whick is our of the life, is (bur out in its 
higheſt defires, hopes, atrainments, enjoyments, ſeemingly ſpiritual 
reſt , univerſal love, liberty and peace, as well as initedarkeſt and 
grofle(ſt paths of pollution. Therefore wait to know the nature of 
things, that y2 may not be d2ceived with the higheſt, choiceſt, 
and wolt poxeriut appearances of azath in the exaCteſt image 
of hie , no: k.mble at rive hife in its loweſt and weakeſt ap- 
pearance. Any this ys can only attain to by a birth of, and 
growth vp in tae true wildome, waich flies that ſpiric which 
lives on 1he ſame things in th? comprehenſion, and oathers a 
toc of knowledge and experiences in its own undentanding 
B 2 parry 
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ow g FE | C5 only way of 8a'vation, 
part, Theſe are words of render love, and they will alſobe words of 
rrue life, where the Fathers earth opens to drink them in, to whoſe 


cod pleaſure and blefſmg my ſoul commends them, 
Some Propoſitions concerning the only way of Salvation, 


t. That there is nowa) of being ſaved from ſou and wrath eternal, 
but by that Chriſt alone which died at Fernſalem. There is no name, 
vercue, life, or power ander heaven given, by which loſt man may be 
ſaved, but his alone, | 

2. That there is no way of being ſaved by him, but throngh receiv - 
ing him into the beart by a liromg faith, and having bim formed in 
the heart. Chriſt ſaves nor as he (tands without at the door knock» 
ing, but ashe is let jn ; and being ler in, he brings in with him char 
life, power, and mercy which breaks down the wall of partition, 
unites to God, and ſaves, The Jews could not be ſaved formerly 
by belief of a Meſſiah ro come ( with the obſervation of all the 
Laws and Ordinances of Moſes) nor can any now be ſ1ved by be* 
lief of a Chriſt already come (with obſervation of all chat the 
Apoſtles Commanded or Practiſed ) bit alone by the re- 
ceiving of him into the hearc , who there works our the Salya- 
tion, 

3. That there is no way of receiving Chrift into the heart, and of 
having him formed thre, but by recerumg the light of bis ſpirit, in 
which light be i2,and dwels : Keep our the light of the ſpirir, keep 
out Chriſt ; let in the light of the ſpirir, ler in Chriſt : for the Fa» 
ther-and the Son are light, and are alone known and received in the 
I:2hc, bur never our of it, 

4. That th: way of receiving the light of the ſpirit into the heart 
( and thereby uniting with the Fatherand the Son) #s by hearkning 
to, and receiving its conviltions of (in there, The firſt operation of 
the ſpiric towards man lying in the fin, is to convince him of the 
fin: and he that receives not che convincing light of the ſpirit, the 
work is ſtopped in him ar the very firſt; and Chrift can never 
come to be formed in him, becauſe that light, whereby he ſhould - 
be formed, is kept our. And then he nvy talk of Chriſt, and 
pr:Riſe duties ( prays read, and meditate much) and gather com- 
forts from promiſes, and ran into Ordinances, and be exczeding 
z 1918 29. afoFionere in all chefs, xn yer perth 1n the end. 


The onely way of Satwayion, 
Yea the Devil will lethim alone (if nor help him in all this) know- 
ing chat he hath him the ſurer thereby, he being (by the rid obſer» 
vation of theſe) kept out of the danger of his condition, which other» 
wiſe, perhaps, he might bz made ſenfible of. 

Objz&. But { may be deceived in hearkning to 4 light within, for 
while 1 think that 1 therein hearken to the light of tbe Spirit, it may 
prove but the light of a natural conſcience, 

Anſw, 1. It ic ſhould be bur che light of a natural Conſcience, 
and it draw thee from fin (which ſeparates from God) and ſo prepare 
thee for the underſtanding, believing, and receiving what the Scri- 
prure ſaith of Chriſt, this 1s no very bad deceit; but if in the reſult it 
ſhould prove to have been the lighc of the Spirit, and thou all thy 
life time haſt cook ir for the light of a natural conſcience (and ſo haſt 
deſpiſed, or ar leaſt neglected, if not reproached it) thou wilt then 
find that this was a very had decir. 

2, I can ſh: thee by expreſs Scripture, that it is the work of the 
ſpirir to convince of fin, Foh.16.8. And again, that the Law (which 
1s ſpiritual) manifefteth that which is corrupt and carnal, Rems. 7. 14. 
But where cart chou ſhe me from Scripture, that a natural conſc:* 
ence can convince of tin ? 

3- Lerany man give heed co the light in his hearr, he (hall find ic 
to diſcover his moſt inward, his moſt ſecrer, his moſt ſpiritual evils, 
which a natural light cannor do : for that which is natural cannot dif - 
cover that which is ſpiritual, 

4+ The Apoſtle ſaith, Thar ic is the grace wh'ch hath appeared to all 
men,which reach2th not only godlinelle, bur alſo ſobriery and righte- 
ouſneſſe, Tie.2. 11,12, The light of the falne nature is darkneſfe, can 
teach noriing of God 3 what any man learns now of the true know- 
ledg of God, he learr.s by grace, which ſhines in the darkneſle of 
mans nature, to leaven it with the true knowledg, rhough man (be- 
ing darkneſle) can by no means comprehend it, and ſo cannot give it 
its true tame. 

Therefore take heed 1: (throvgh ignorance) ye blaſpheme 
che holy fſghe of the pure Spirits calling that natural ('ooking on 
1: with the carnal eye) which wi:h the ſpiricual eye is ſeen to 
b2 ſpiricual, For thou that Coſt this , wilt be be 2lſo ering on the 
othzr hand, call'ng thy carn?l meanirgs and cerceivirgs (abort 
th2 mind of the Spirie of to4 ia Fcripture) ſpiritual, Ard hZ7 
[4t ths pir's doth fc for lights, mſt veeCs put light for Crknfle 4 
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Fo © The only way of Salvation, 
and then call evil good, and good evil: and ſoerr from the Spiric 
God in the whole courſe of his Religicn, even in the moſt inward 
exerciſes of it. 

Man by nature is dead in treſpaſles and (11ines, quite dead, and 
his conſcience wholly dark, That which giveth him the ſenſe of his 
death, and of his darkneſſe, muſt be anothe: thing then his nature, 
even the light of the ſpiric of Chriſt, (ning in bis d:rk heart and 
copſcience, Ir is the ſeed of the woman which not only deftroyes, 
bur alſo diſcovers all the deeds of the Serpent. Now chis ſeed, this 
light is one in all, though there have been ſeveral diſpenſations of 
it: One to the Heathen, in whom it ſprings up after an tidaen 
manner, even as it were naturally. from whence ic had the nau:e 
of the Light of Nature ( chough it bz che miſtery of life and ſ1lva- 
tion hid in them, Col. 1- 27. this miſtery in the Genti/es, it 18 (ill 
tranſlited among : ) another to the Jews, in whom it Was more 
vigorouſly Rticred up by a Law given, who by types, and ſh:dows, 
and righteous exerciſes according to the Law, were tobe: awakened 
to the living principle, 44cb. 6.8. Another ro the Chriftians, in 
whom it was livelily brought forth ro light and life, by an eſpecial 
diſpenſation of grace; in ſo much as chat which was the Miſtery is 
the Gentiles, and vailed fromthe Jews, being opened in them, was 
found to be Chriſt the hope, Col. 1+ 27. But under all theſe diſpen- 
ſations, the generality of men-have fallen ſhort of the glory cf God, 
and miſled of the ſubſtance, Therefore the Lord God is now 
bringing forth the ſubltance ir ſelf, but under ſuch a vail as hides it 
from the eye of mans wiſ:ome, under what diſpenſation ſoever 
he be, and how high ſoever in that diſpenſation. To ſome ir 
ſeems natural, co others legal ; to ſome it ſeems from the poiver of 
Satan (or at leaft they pretenJ ſo) ro others it ſeems che miniſtry. 
of John Bypriſf, Thus men gueſs at ic in the wiſdone of their 
em —— waiting the true line and plummet co meaſure ic 

Y. 

Now to you who have not waited to learn in the wiſdome of 
God the names of things (which th-re are given according to their 
nature) bur in the furwardneſſe of your ſpirits, from your g2' hered 
knowledg, without the living power have ventured to call rhzt na- 
rural, Which in the erernal wiſdome is ſeen to be fpiriru:l (and 
which hath been able to effect that, which all that knovlecve which 
ve call ſpiritual, could never do) ler me prop'ſe th confidee 
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ration of one Scripture to ycur Conſciences in the Gohe of  'wY | 
Gods | | 
- The Scripture is that in Fob 28. 12, tothe end. 


Where ſhall wiſdom: be found? and where is the place of wnder« 
ſtanding ?* Man khnoweth not the price thereof, neither is it found 
in the land of the Irving, The deep ſaith, it is not in me, and ihe ſea 
ſaith, not inme. Ut cannot be gotten for gold, neither ſhall ſilver be 
weighed ſor the price thoreof, &©7:, Whence then cometh wiſdeme, and 
where is the place of underſtanding ? ſeeing it is hid from the eyes of 
all lrving, and kept cloſe from the fowls of Heaven, D:ſtruftion and 
death ſay, we have heard the fame thereof with our earg. God un+ 
derſtandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof, &c. 
find he ſaid unto man, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wiſ- 
dome, and to depart from evil t1 nnderſt anding. 

Now confiJer well : 

Firſt, Is this natural wiſdome or ſpiricual wiſdome that is thus 
precious? What isthis that deſirution and death have heard the 
fame of? Is ic the wiſdomz of natire ? or 1s it Chriſt the wiſdome 
of God? 

Szcondly, Where is the place of this ? where doch God point man 
to find this wiſdome ? He points him to the fear, {nts man he ſaid 
( he hath fhewed thee, O man, whar is good) Behold, the fear of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is und:rſtanding, Goto 
the fear, there ic is caught, that is the wiſdom: learn by the fear ro 
depart from evil,thar's the underſtanding. This is it which is ſo-pre- 
cious, Which nothing can equalize or value, here is the place of-ic z 
thus it is tobe learned, Sin overſpreads all the lind of darkneſle,, 
there is no fear of God before mens eyes there, thre is no lz>rning 
of che fear thre, all che wiſdom thac man can come by, cannot reach 
 - he thatlearneth to fear God, ro depart from evil, muſt learn -of 
"Chriſt the wiſdom of Go1, and mult deny all che varieties of thz 
wiſdome of men,which undertakes roteach ir, but cannor. 

Trirdly , What is thit in every man which teacheth thz 
ferr? winch texcherh to deparc from evil? Every mm huh in 
him an eye thar ſe2s the evil; wat is that eye which thz God of 
this world do:h ſo rive ro blin{, and doth (6 generally blind ? 
Every man h:th in him an enemy to evil, onz that never 
conſenced to ir, bar flill rzproves ic, and fights agrinſt is, even in 
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ſecret 2 what is this > This is no leſs then a ray from Chriſt the wiſ« 
dome of God, out of the ſeat- of the fear in every heart, to lead into 
the fear, where the Law of departing from eniquity is learned ; and 
ſo this ray, being harkned unto, and followed in the fear, brings up 
into the love, into che life, in:o the light, into the wiſdome, into 
the power. Do not ſhut your eyes now, O ye wiſe ones, but open 
your hearts, and lec in that Which knocks there, which can and will 
fave you, being let in , and which alone can ſave you, For it is not a 
notion of a Chriſt withour ( with multitudes of pradtiſes of ſelf-de- 
nyal and morctication thereupon) which can ſave, but Chriſt heard 
knocking, and let into the heart, This will open the Scriptures 
arighr 3 yea this isthe crue key, which will cruly open words, things, 
and Spirits; bur he chat opens wichour this key, iz a Thief and a 
Robber, and ſhall reſtore ( in the day of Gods Judgment ) all that he 
hath ſtollen 3 and woe to him, wao when he is (tripped of what 
he hath Roller, is found naked- T he Scriptures were generally given 
forth cothe people of God ; parc to the Jews, parc to the Chriſtians, 
He that is born of the life, hath right unco them, and can read and 
underſtand them in the Spirit, which dw-ls in the life, Burt he that 
1s not born of the Spiric, 1s but an intruder, and doth but ſteal other 
mens light, and other mens conditions and experiences into his 
carnal underſtanding, for which they were never intended, bur 
only to be read and ſeen in that light which wrote them. And all theſe 
carnal apprehenfions of his ( with all che faith, hope, love, knowledge; 
exerciſes, &c. which he hath gained into his Spirit hereby, with all 
his prayers, tears and fſts, and other !1mications ) will become loſs 
co him, ( forhe muſt be (tripped of them all, and become ſo much 
the more naked ) when God recovers his Scriptures from mans dark 
Spirit ( which hath torn them, and exceedingly prophaned thzm with 
his conceivings, eueſſings, and imaginings ) and reſtores them again 
co his people. The Prophers, and Apoſtles who wrote Scripture, firſt 
had the life in them 35 andhe wo underſtands their words, muſt frlt 
have thelife in him, He that underſtands words of life, nu ſt firſt 
have life in himſelfe, And the life ( from which the word came ) is 
the meaſure; of the word:, and nor the words of the life. And when 
the Scripture is interpreted by the life and Spirit which perhed it, 
there is then no more jangling and contending about it ; or allthis 
1s our of the lite, fro, 21d 1n char Spiricy nature, and mind widfe the 
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the peace, Bur thisis ic which undoeth all, the dead ſpicie of math "W : : 


reads Scripture, and from that wiſdome which is in the death (nor 
knowing the mind of the Spirit? gives meanings : and from believe 
ing and practiſing the things there ſpoken of (which death may do, 
as well as ſpeak of the ane) gathers an hope that all (hall bz welLar 
laſt for Chriſts ſake, though it feel not the purification, the cleanfing, 
the circumciſion which curs off che body of fin and death here (for 
it is not tobe cut off hereafrer)and ſo gives an entrance intothe ever- 
hiſting Kingdom, where che King of righteouſneſl: is ſeen, known, 
and worthiped in ſpirit, 
The Fundamental Principle of the Goſpel, 

This then is the meſſage which we have heard of him, and declare 
wito you, That God is ligbt,and in him is no darkneſs at all, 1 Johr.5, 

This was the meſlage which Chriſt gave his Apoſtles to make way 
into mens hearts by. This is the firſt thing that 1s proper for the mind 
to receive which lyes in the darkneſle ; namely, that there is no dark- 
neſſe in God,nothing bur light. Darknelle 15 excluded from him, and 
the mind that lies in darknefle cannot hive union'or fellowſhip with 
him : Therefore he thar will be one with God, and partake of his 
life, muſt come our of rhe Jdarkneſle, which nathno place with God, 
intothe light where God is, and in which be dwels, 

Tie work of the Son is to reveal the Father, and to draw to the 


Father, He reveals him as light (as'the ſpring of light, as che foun+ | 


rain of hight) and he draws to him as light. When he gives to his 
Apoſtl:s the ttanding meflige whereby they were to make him known 
torhe world, and whereby men were to come into fellowſhip and 
acquaintance with him, this is it, That God is light, and in him is ns 
darkneſs at all. . 

Chriſt J-ſus, the Son of God, te is the image of his ſubltance, the 
exact 1mage. of this lichr, the light of the world, who is to. light the 
world unto this ſubft1nce, So that as Cod the Farher 1s to be known 
as light, ſo Ckrift th2 Son allo 1s to be known as hight, He is the on- 
ly begorten of the F 1ther of lights, the alone image wherein the eter- 
nal ſubſtance 1s reve:led and mide known, And he that receives 
this image, receives the ſubſtance ; and he. that receives not this I» 
mage rece:vesnor th: ſubſtance. 

Now the-e 1s a breath or ſpirit frotn rhisſubſtancein this Image, 
which draws to this Inge (thus the Father draws tothe Son) and che 
Image again d:2iv3 ro the ſubſtance (thus rhe Son draws tothe why 
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4 —* The Fundamental Principle of the Goſpel. 
And ſo hearkning tothis breath, the mind and ſoul is led out of the 
" darkneſle into the Image of light (which is the Son) and by the Image 
into the (ubſtance : and heres the fellowſhip which the Goſpel in- 
vices ro, Joyning to this breath, being transformed by this breath, 
living in this breath, walking in this holy inſpiration, there's an unity 
with the Father and the Son, who themſelves well in thi breath, 
from whom this breath comes, in whom this breath 1s, and in whom 
all are who are one with this breat. 

This breath purgeth out the dark breath, - the dark air, the dark 
powgr, the miſtery of death and darknefle, and fils with the breath 
of lighr, with the breath of life, with the living power, with the ho: 
ly pure miſtery, 

Now as the Father is light, and the Son light, ſo this breath, this 
{piric which proceeds from them both, is light alſo. And as the Fa- 
ther who is light, can alone be revealed by the Son who 1s lighe : 16 
the Son who 1s light, can alone be revealed by tne ſpicic who is light, 

He then who hears chis meſlage, that God 1s 11ghr, and feeleth him- 
ſclt darkneſle and in darkneſle, and is willing to be drawn out of the 
darknelle, into fellowſhip with God who is light : This 1s requiſite 
for him to know, namely, how he may be drawn ont, who ir is that 
draws, and which are the drawings, that be ny not refit or neglect 
them (waiting for another thing) and ſo miſle of the true and only 
paſlage unto life. Wherefore obſerve this heedfully, 

None can draw to the Father bur the Son : none can draw to the 
Son bur the Father : and both theſe alone draw by the ſpirit. The Fa- 
ther by his Spirit draws to the Son, and the Son by the ſame ſpirit 
draws tothe Father : and they both draw by the ſpirit as he 1s Iight,as 
he is their light :ghred to that end, For as the Father is light, and the 
Son light, ſo that Spirit which draws to chem, muſt be light allo, He 
is indecd the breath of lighr, eternally lighted, to Craw to the eter- 
nal Image of light, and rhen co the eternal ſubſtance, which eternally 
dwels in that eternal Imay<e. 

Q. But how may 1 know the Spirit and its operations, that I may 
follow htm, aud be led by him, both to the Son and to the Father, and ſo 
cume into tbe everlaſting fellowſhip ? : 

2.The Spirit is to be known by thoſe motions & operations which 
ate proper to him, which flow alone from, him, and (rom notting ele. 

. Þ4 hat are they ? 

A, Convincing of fin, and reproving for fin, which nothing can 
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erely diſcover and reprove bur the light of the Spiric.. D arknefſe © OY 
not make manifeſt darkn«fſ:, but whatſoever maketh-manifcft is light,” 
All the diſcoveries of darknefle in the hidden world: of the hear, are # 
from Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſle, by his Spiric,whar name ſoever | 
men may give it, who know nat this Sun,nor its light, nor the true 
names of chings in the Iight, but have named even the things of God 
in the dark,and according to the dark apprehenlions and conceptions 
of their own imaginary mind, Bue this I (xy to {uchas are ſo ready to 
bear their brains and diſpure,leave contending about names, come to 
the thing,come to that which reproves thee in ſecrer,follow the light 
that thus checks and draws; be diligent,be faithful,be obedient ; thou 
(balt find this lead thee rothar, which all thy knowledg out of this 
(even all that which thou calleſt Spiricual light) will never be able 
"ro lead thee, 
And when thou art joyned tothis light, it will ſhew thee him whom 
I thou haſt pierced (even ſo as never yer thou ſaweſt him) and open a 
freſh vain of blood and grief in thee, to blzed and mourn over him z 
and work that repentance inthee, Which thou never Walt acquainted 
With before ; and teach thee that fatth,to which yer thou art a (iranger; 
and teach thee that ſelt-denyal, which wijl reach to the very roor of 
that nazure whici yet lives, even under (hit, and by means of that 
which thou calle} ſpiritual light 3 and will lay fuch an yoke on thy 
neck, as th2 unrighreou one 1s not able ro bear, yea ſuch an one as 
the hypocrice” Which is able co hide ic ſelf under confeſſions of fin.and 
forms of zeal, knowledg, devorion and worthip) ſhall be daily ror - 
mented and w:t:d with, And then thou ſhalt know what it is to 
Wait upon God in the way of his judgments, and find the powers of 
lifz and dear? tiriving for thy ſoul, and daily floods and Rormes 
encompaſſing and artending th2ze, under which thou 4wilt 
alſurzdly fall and perith, unlefl2 che everlaſting arm of Gods power 
b- Rcerched out for thee, and be centinually redeeming thee. And 
thn thou wilr feel and ſee how fin is pardoned, and how it is boundz 
hoiv death brake in upon Adam, and how it daily breaks in upon 
mankind ; and what tha: ftandard is,waich the ſpirit of the Lord lift» 
eth up a2:ir.{t the powers of darknefſz. And then thou wilt come clear + 
ly co perceive how tax Which thou h:ſt called religion formerly(which 
flawed nor from tis principles) hath b-@1 bur the invention of thine 
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wherein thou haſt been in a dream of being changed, and yer remain-(t 
Rill che ſame in nature, and haſt had a name that thou haſt lived, bur 
% art tilldead ; a name of being ſanftified, but (till uncleane ; a name 
of being juſtified, bur till condemned by the light in thine own'con+ 
ſcience, which is one with him who is thy Judge, and who will judge 
according to it. And ſo,as that which is real taketh place in thee,'o that 
which hath been but imaginary will paſſe away. 


_— 
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A ſhort Catechiſm, for the ſake of the ſimple-hearted. 


Queſt. 7 Hat is che eftate and condition of all men by n4- 

ture, as they are begotten of the ſeed of the evil 
deer, and come cut of the loyns of the firſt Adam 2 

Anſw. A Rate of ſin and darkneſle, aſtate of death and miſery, a. 
{tate of enmity againſt God, a ſtate accurſed from God, expoſed to 
ais wrath and moſt righteous judgments, both here and hereafter, 

Q-+ #Vbat brought Adama to this eſtate > ard what keeps the ſons of 
Adam in it ? 

A. Feeding on the tree of knowledg, from which man is not ex- 
cluded to this day, though he 1s from the tree of life. 

Q. How came Adam at firſt, and hw come men ſtill to feed on the 
aree of knomledg ? - 

A, From a luſtful appetite and deſire after the forbidden wiſdom, 
ſown in their hearts by the envious enemy of their ſouls, who is con- 
tinually twining about this tree, and tempting men and women to 
eat of it, perſwading them thatthe fruit thereof is good for food: ) 
and indeed it is very defitable to their eye, and promiſerh fair co make | 
them everlaſtingly wiſe, but (till faileth- 

Q. What 31 the forbidden fruit ? | 

A, It is knowledg wi:hout life, knowledg in the earthly part, 
knowledg acquired from below, not given from above. This pro- 
miſech ro make men as God, and to give them the abilicy cf diſcern- | 
ing and diſtinguiſhing between good andevil, which is GoJs pecu- | 
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liar property, Eating of thisfruit undid Adam, undid the Gentiles, 
undid the Jews, undid the Chriſtians, they all feeding on the tree of 
knowledg, and departing from the life in their ſeveral diſpenſations, 
Q. How doth this fruit undo man f 
A. The wiſdom and knowledg (which they. thus gather and feed 
upon; perverts them, makes them wiſz in the wrong part, pon , 
them 


| 


them againſt the life, duls the rue appetite, and increafesthe wrong 
appetice, in ſo much as that there 1s not ſo much as a deſire in them 
after God in truth, but only ro ger knowledg and wiſdom from what 
they can comprehend. By this means whatſoever was afterwards of« 
dained tolife, became death roman, Thus the Gentiles liked not 
co recain God in their Knowleds, but fell by their diſpenſation, pro« 
voking God to caſt them off, and give them up to the vanity of their 
imaginations, And thus the Jews (whom God then choſ-)fell like- 
wiſe by their diſpenſation, God for this cauſe giving them up to their 
own hearts luſts, and rej:&ing them from being a people. And the 
Gentiles (whom God ingrafted into th2 true Olive, in the Jews 
ſtea3) they alſo afrer the ſame manner fell by their diſpenſation. Thus 
each of theſe fell by gath2ring wiſdom from the letter, bur miſſing of 
th life in every of theſe diſpenſations. 

Q. What is the food which man ſhould feed on? 

A. Thetree of life, the word which liveth and abiderh for ever, 
which is inthe midſt of the garden of God, which word was made 
fleſh for mans weakneſſe ſake, on which fleſh che living ſoul feeds, 
and whoſe blood th: living ſpirit drinks,and ſo is nourithed up to ecer- 
nal life. 

Q. But had Adam this food to feed on? and was this to be the 
food of the Gentiles, Jews and Chri(tians in their ſeveral diſpenſa- 
tions ? 

A, God breathed into man the breath of life, and man became a 
living ſoul : and nothing lefle then life it ſelf could ſatisfie his ſoul 
at ficlt, nor can tothis day. Every word of God-chat cometh freſh out 
of his mouth, 15 mans food and life. And God ſpeaketh often to 
man, ſhewing him what is good, bur he cannot reliſh or feed on this, 
bur defireth ſomewhat elſe, through the error and alienation of his 
mind. And what God ſpeaketh now to man (if that be mans life) A- 
dam nad much more of it before his fall, And for the Jews, Aofes 
tells them the word was nigh them, in their heart, and in their mouth : 
and Pas alſo tels th: Chriſtians ſo, So that the word is not far from 
any man, bur mens ears are generally topped againſt ir,bythe tubcilty 
of th2 ſerpent, which at firſt deceived them. 
 Q, But did not the Fews ſeek for eternal life, in reading ard ſtudy + 
ing the Scriptures under their diſpenſation > and do not the Chriſtians 
row ſeek for life, and to feed on life ? 

A, Yea th:ydid, and dointheir own way, but they r-fuſe it in - 
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Gods way. Thus Adam after he bad eat of the tree of knowledg, 
would have fed on the tree cf life-atfo, bur he was ſhut our then, and 
ſo are Chriſtiins now. And if £ver they will teed on the tree of life, 
they mult looſe their knowledge, they mu.(}'be made blind, a: d be led 
to 1c by a Way that they know nor, 

Q. Thu us 100 miſterious for me, give me the plain literal knowledg 
of the Scriptures. 

A. Is not the ſutftance a myſtery 7 18 not the lite there ? The letter 
ot any diſpenſation killeth : it is the ſpirit alone thar giveth life. - A 
man may read the letter of the Scripture diligently anc gar her a lrge 
knowledg therefrom,and feed greedily thereon, bur it is only the dead 
ſpiric which ſo feeds, bur the ſoul underneath 1s lean, barren, hungry 
and unſatisfied, which when it awakes, it will feel. 

Q. But may not the dead ſpirit ar well imagine myſteries in cvery 
thing, and feed thereon ? 

A. Yea it may, and the error here is greater chen the former : but 
in waiting in the hum:lty and fear, to have the true eye opened, and 
the crue myſtery revealed ro the humble and honeſt heart, and in re« 
ceiving of that inthe demonſtration of the ſpirits out of the wiſdom 
of the fleſh, here is no error, but the true knowledge, which ſprings 
from life, and brings life, 

Q. How may I come at gbis myſtery ? 

A. Thereisburt one key can open ir, but one hand can turn that 
key, and bur one veſſel, bur one hearcy but one ſpiric, which can re- 
ceive the knowledge. 

Q. How may I come by that heart? 

A. As thou being rouched with the enemy dicſt let him in,and did 
not thruſt him by with the power of that life which was ſtronger th n 

e, and nearer to thee. Even ſonow , When thou arc rouched and 
drawn by thy friend, (who is nigh) and thereby findeſt the beginning 
of vertue entering into thee, give up in and by chat life and verve, 
and wait for more; and till as thou feelelt char following calling, 
and growing upon thee; follow on in it, and it will lead thee in a 
wonderful way out of the l:nd of death and darknefle, where thy ſoul 
hath been a captive, 1110 the land of life and p-rfe& liberty. 

. But can { do «21 1h'zg toward my own ſa'v ation ? 

A, Of thy ſelf thou cart not , bur in the power cf him rhar work - 
eth both to will and ro do, thou mayſt do alirtle at firſt : and as thic 
power grows 1n thee, thou wilt be able 10 Will more, ard ro.do more, 
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even until nothing become coo hard for chee- And when thou haſt 
conquered all, ſuftcred all, performed all, thou ſhalc ſee,and be able 
underandingly to ſay, Thou haſt done nurhing, but the eternal vit 
ango55 life and power hach wrought all in thee, 
1 perceive, by what i4 ſaidztbatthere is a Saviourone which hath 
virtue, life and power in him to ſavebut how may [1 meet with him ? 

A, Yea, he that made man pittieth him, and 1s not willing chat he 
ſhould periſh in che pic into which he tell, but hath appoinced one to 
draw him out, and fave him, 

. Who is this Saviour ? 

A. ge is the Tree of Life I have ſpoken of all this while, whoſe 
leaves have virtue in then to heal the Nations. He 1s the plant of 
righreouſneſle, the plant of Gods right hand (haſt chou ever known 
ſuch a plane in thee, planted there by che right hand of God ? ) He is 

- the Reſurrection andthe Life, which raiſech rhe dead ſoul, and cau- 
ſeth it to live. He is the ſpiritual Manna, whereupon the quickred 
ſoul feeds. Yzazhis fleſh is meat indeed,and his blood ts drink indeed, 
which he thac 1s raiſed up in the life feels on, and findeth the living 
vertue in them.Which ſacisfiech and nouriſheth up his immorcal ſoul. 

Q. Bnt hath not this Saviour a name f What it his name ? 

A, Ic were better for thee to learn his name by feeling his vertue 
and power in thy heart, then by rote, Yer (if thou cav(t receive ic) 
this 18 his name, 7 he light, the light of the World, (1 light to enlighten. 
the Gentiles, that he may converc and make them Gods //rael, and 
become their glory.) And according to his Othce,he hathenlighrned 
every man that cometh into the world, though men neither know the 
lighc char cometh from him, nor him from whom the 11ghe comes; and 
ſo notwith{tanding the light 1s ſo neag them, remain ſtrangers to irs 
and unſaved by 1c. 

Q. why uf thou call him the light > are there not other name1 every 
whit as proper, whereby he may a1 well be known ? 

A. Do not thus let up the wiſe and (tumbling part in 1h2e, but 
mind che thing, waich f:ctt puts for: h irs virtue as light, and ſo is thus 
tirſt ro be known,owned, and received, Yet more patticulatly, if 
thou h»{t wherewith, contider this reaſon: We call him light, 
becauſe the father of lights hath peculiarly choſen this name for hum, 
to make him known to his pe; I inchis ave by, and hath thus made 
him manifclt to us. And by thus receiving tim, under this name, , 

We 
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we come.to know his other names. He is the life, the righ:eouſneſle, 
the power, the wiſdom, the peace, &c. bur heis all theſe in che light, 
and in che light we learn and receive them all : and they are none of 
them to be known in ſpiric,'bur in and by the lighr, 
| Q,., How are the other names of Chriſt known in and by the hight ? 

A. Letting in the light (which convinceth of, and warrzth againſt 
fin) the life ſirs'and 18 felt, and che life leads co rhe word whici: was 
in the beginning, and gives the feeling of tharalſo. And inthe word 
the righceouſneſle, the peace, the wiſdom, the power, the love is feltz 
and he is made all theſe co thoſe who are led into, and kept in the 
lighr, And when the powers of darkneſle appear with might y dread, 
and there is no ſtrength to withſtand them, this lifts up a Randard 
againſt them, and calms all the rempeſts, and cures all the wounds 
anddiſcaſes of the ſoul, anointing it with che everlaſting oil, ſo that 
now I can ſenhbly, and with clear underſtanding call ic my Saviour, 
rhe Captain of my ſalvation, my Chriſt or anointed, my Husband, my 
King, my Lord, my God. ' 

Q. Where doth this light ſhing ? 

A, In the darkneſle at firſt : but when it hath vanquiſhed;expelled 
and diſperſed the darkneſl2, it ſhines our of ic, 

Q. bat is that darkneſs wherem the light ſbines ? 

A. Min : mans heatc,' mans conſcience, mans ſpirit. This is 
the world, which Chriſt the Sun of righreouſneſle is the light of, in 
every parc whereof he cauſerh the rayes or beams of his light ro (hine ac 
his pleaſure, though in no part the darkneſle can comprehend the leaſt 
ſhining of his light 2 

Q. How then can it ever be converted thereby ? 

A. The darkneſle is not to be converted. Every man in this ſtate 
13 reprobated, and the wrath abideth on him, So that the darkneſle is 
rejected, and man in the darkneſle; bur man rouched by the light, made 
ſenſible of ir, and foilowing it in the life and power which 1c begets,1s 
drawn out of the horrible pit, and ſaved- 

Q How may 1 do to find the I1ght in the midſt of the da kneſs of my 
heart, which is ſo great, and this ſeed ſo ſmall? 

A. Byirs diſcovering and watting againſt the darkneſle. There is 
ſomewhar which diſcove:eth both the open and ſecrer inquity of the 
corrupt hearc, following ic under all irs coverings of zeal. bolineſle, 
and all manner of voluncary humility, and ſelf righreoulndle (with 
which 
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which che true light ger had unicy) and ſometimes may cauſe ſecrer 
miſgivings that all is not well,but there may be a flaw found in this 
covering, and in the end ic may prove too narrow for the ſoul, This 
which thus watreth againſt the datkneſle, to bring people off from all 
falſe foundatidns, to the true and living foundations this is the light, 
and thus thou maiſt find irs at ſome time or other at work in thy hearts 
if thou mind it. | 

Q. Having found the light, how may I come to feel the ſaving ver» 
tne and power of it ? 

* A. By believing in it. Forthe vertue and power ſprings up in 
the heart char believes in ic. 

Q- How can [ believe in it, am not 1 dead ? 

A. There is a creating, a quickning power in the lighr, which be- 

gets a lictle life, and that can anſwer the voice of the living power. 
Q. Yea, If 1 could finde any ſuch thing begotten in me, then I might 
be drawn to aſſent that that { thongh never ſa ſmall ) might believe, 
but ſurely my dead heart never can, 

A , Haſt thou never found a true honelt breathing rowards God ? 
haſt thou never found (in,not an 1maginary,bur a real burthen > This 
was from life 3 there was ſomewhat begotten of Godin thee, which 
felc this: It was not fleſh & blood in theegbur ſomwhat from above. And 
if this had known the ſpring of its life, and not been deceived from ir 
by the ſubrilty, it would have fed upon, and have grown up in the 
vertue and power of the ſpring, from whence its life came, 

Q. Why then, by this, all men have power to believe, 

A.ln the light which ſhines in all,and viſits all, chere is the power: 
and this power frives with the creature to Work it ſelf intothe crea» 
rurez and where there hath been the leaſt breathing after life, there 
hath been a taſte of the power : for this came from ir, Bur the great 
deceiver of ſouls , lifrs up mens mind in the imagination , to look 
for ſome great appearance of power, and ſo they flight and overlook 
the day of ſmall things, and neglect recciving the beginnings of that, 
which in the iflue would be the thing they look for, Waiting in thar 
which is low and little in the hearty the power enters, the ſced grows, 
the Kingdom is felr,and daily more and more revealed in the power. 

'And this is the true Way and door co th? thing, take heed of climbing 
overt, 

Q. What : it 10 believe in the light # 

A. To receive its teſtimony either concerning good or evil : and 
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ſo eicher r6 turn romardsor from, in the willgpd pewer which the 
Hehc begets in the hearr. 

Q. How will ibis ſave me? 

A. By this means, that in thee which deſtroys thee ( and ſeparates 
thee from the living God ) is daily wrought our, and the heart daily 
changed into the Image of him who is lighe , and brought into unity 
and fellowſhip with che light, poſlefling of ic, and being poffeſſed by ir, 
and this is Salvation. | 

Q. We thought ſalvation had been a thing to be beſtowed hereafter, 
—_—_ death of the body : but if it be thus, then ſalvation is wrought 
ont here. 

A. So it is, even in all that are ſaved : for there 18 no working of 
ie out hereafrer , bur here it is wroughc our with fear and trembling, 
and the believer (who is truly in unity with the life) daily changed 
from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of che Lord. 

Q. But ſhew more particularly, how Faith or believing in the light 
worketh ont the Salvation. 

A. Firlt, it cauſeth a fear and trembling co ſeize upon the ſinner, 
The Lord God Almighty,by the riſing of his light in the heart, cauſerth 
the powers of darkneſle to ſhake, theearch tortremble , the hills and 
mountains to melt, and the goodly fruit-Trees co caſt their fruic, And 
then the plant of the Lord ſprings up out of the dry and barren 
ground, which by the dews and ſhowers from above , thrives, grows, 
and ſpreads cill ir fills Cods earth, 

2, In this fear andcrembling, the work of true repentantance and 
converſion is begun and carried on. There is a turning of the Soul 
from the darkneſle to the light ; from the dark power co che power of 
light ; from the ſpirit of ceceir, to the Spirit of truth, from all falſe 

appearances and imaginations abour holineſs, co that Which the eter- 
nal light manifeſteth co be traly ſo. And now is a time of mourning, 
of deep mourning, while the ſcpartion is working, While the enemies 
firength is not broken and fabcued , and while the hearc is now and 
then feeling it ſelf , fill hankering after ics old lovers, 

3. 1nthe belief of the lighr, and in the fear placed in the hearr, 
there fprings up an bope, a living hope in the living principle, which 
hath manifeſted ir ſelf and begun ro work. For the Soul cruly curning 
rothe light,the everlaſting Armythe living power is felc : and rhe An- 
chor being felcy ir Rtaies the ſoul in all the toſſings, troubles, ſtorms, 
and rempeRts ic meers With afterwards, which are many, yea very ma» 
Dy- - iS 4 Faith, 
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of all che former rrouble, angus 
and miſery begins co be felt, and the work gozs on ſweetly.) All ug« 
1 $ is in che darkneſle,inhe unbelief,tn the falſe faich 
in chelight works our the unrighteouſneſle, and works in che righte» 
ouſneſſe of God in Chriſt. And ic makes truly wiſe, wiſe ig the liying 
power, even wiſe againſt che evil and co the good, which no man can 
lzarn elſewhere. | 
5. In the aches in the crue wiſdome which is received 
in che light, there ſprings up a love, and an unicy and fellowſhip wich 
God the Father of lights, and with all who are children of che light, 
Being begorren by Chriſt the lighr, into che nature of che lighe , and 
brought forch in che Image, there is an unity ſoon felt wich God the 
Father, and with thoſe who are born of the ſame womb, and partake 
of the ſame nature. And here is a willingneſle and power fel in this 
love, tolay down the life, even for che leaſt cruch of Chriſts » or for 
the brethren, 
6. Belief in the light works pacience, m2ekneſſe, genrleneſle, ren- 
dernefl: and long ſuft-ring. It will bear any ching for God,any thing 


' for mens ſouls ſake, It will wait quiecly and (tilly for che carrying on 


of the work of God in its ownſoul, and tor rhe manifeſtation of Gods 
love and mercy to others, It will bear the contradiftion and re- 
proach of finners, ſeeking their good, even while they are plotting, 
contriving and hatching miſchief, laying many ſubcil ſnares, and long» 
ing thereby to entrap the innocent, __ | 

7. It brings peace, joy, and glory, Faith in che light breaks down 
the wall of darknefie, the wall of Particion, thar which ſeparates from 
the peace, that which cauſeth che anguiſh and crouble upon the ſoul , 
and ſo brings into peace, Chriſt 1s the 8Kilful Phyfician, .he cures the 
diſea'e by removing the cauſe. The unskilful Payſitians they heale 
deceirfully, crying peace, peace, While there is no peace , while rhat 
which breaks the peace is tanding ; but Chriſt doth nor ſo , but ſhies 
the enmity inthe heart by the blood of his croſlz, ſo making peace. 
And this is true peace certain peace. 

Now finding the clods of earch removed, the enemy,the diſturber, 
the pe:ce-breaker trodden downgthe 111 taken away, the life & power 
preſenr, the ſoul brought into the peace, here's joy, unſpeakable joy, 
joy which the world cannot ſee or touch, nor the powers of darknefle 
come neer io interrupt. Here's now j- more crying out , O wretched 
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man : and who ſball deliver, &c. but a rejoycing in him who hath oj. 
ven viRtory, and made he ſoul a conqueror, is more then a con on 
ror Wait to feel that, thou who art now groaning, and opprefle 

the mercileſle powers of darkneſle. And this joy is full of glory, which 
glory increaſerh daily more and more,by the daily fight and feeling of 
che living vercue and power in Chriſt the light, whereby the ſoul is 
continually rransformed (and changed more and more ) our of the 
corruprible, into the incorruptible; our of the uncircumciſion, the 
ſhame, the reproach, inco the circutnciſion, the life, the glory. 

Q. Doth the light do all this ? 

A. Yeazin them that turn towards it, give up toit,and abidein ic. 
In them ir cleanſeth our the chickneſle, and darkneſſe, and daily trans- 
formerh chem into the image, purity and perteCtion of the light, And 
this norhing can do but the light alone. 

Q. What makes men generally ſo averſe from the light ? 

A, Their my with che darkneſſe,which the light 1s an enemy to, 
diſcovering and diſturbing it, 

Q. But wiſe men, knowing men (men who are locked upon a1 baving 
moſt light)they alſo are enemies to this light, and ſpeak hardly of is. 

A.Was it not alwayes ſo? Did any of the Rulers cr wiſe Scribes 
and Teachers of the Law believe in him formerly? and is it any won» 
der if ſuch believe not in him now > 

Q. What moy be the reaſon, why the wiſe men formerly bave not,and 
now caunot believe inthe light ? 

A, Taere are two great reaſons for it : 

1, Becauſe they cannot comprehend it, They can comprehend the 
knowledg which chey can gather out of the book of Nature, or out of 
the books of the Law and Prophets, or out of the books of the Evange- 
lis and Apoſtles, but they cannot comprehend the light which all 
theſe ceſtifie of (ſo that ſuch a kind of knowledg they can receive, but 
the light they cannot) for it is not to be comprehended,bur gatherech 
into ir ſelf, and comprehendeth, 

2-Becauſe ic is an utter enemy to thera, It will not wink at the clo- 
ſet of their evils,nor ſpeak peace to them thetein, Their own gathe- 
red knowledg may ſpeak peace to ther, bur this will nor, Thus the 
Jews could ſpeak peace to theniſelves,from their Temple,Ordinances 
and Sactifices,though they walked in the ſtubborneſs and uncircumcis 
ſon of their hearts,refiſting rhe checks and motions cf the holy ſpiric 


there : & thus the Chriſtians can ſpeak peace co themſelvs, from a ” 
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lief and hope through Chrifts dying at Jernſolem (rhou know 
nor him in end are ata ohing of Jouſs one keg hoy their 
hearts which is of Chriſt, and in his power and authority checks and 
reproves for fin) bur the light will not ſpeak peace ſo, bur only where 
the verrue of the living blood is felt, cleanſing away the fin. 

Q. But there are many profeſſors, ſtrilt profeſſors (who,without doubt 
have once tafted of the Irving virtue) what makes them ſuch enemies to 
the light ? for there are none ſpeaks more againſt it then they, 

A. 1. Becauſe they are fallen from what they once had, for if they 
were in that living principle,which once gave them a true taſte of life 
through the Scriprures,they could not but know & own the light, which 
was the thing which gave them the taſte, and would have preſerved 
their reliſh, had they known how to turn to it, and abide in it. 

2, Thelight is a wirneſle againſt all their knowledg and religious 
pratiſes & imitations from the Scripture, which chey hold & practiſe 
out of the light, in the unrighreouſneſle, even in that part Whichis nor 
to know or be the worſhipper- And can ye blame chem,that when the 
light is ſo great an enemy to them, that chey alſo turn head again ir? 
How is it poſſible,that having ſlain and murdered the juſt one.1n them- 
ſelves,they ſhould acknowledg and give him his due honour in others? 

Q, Bat have the ſtrift profeſſors, who pretend great things in bonowy 
of Chriſt, murthered him im themſelves #. 

A, Yea verily,as really as the Scribes, Phariſees and people of the 
- Jews pur him to death at Jerwſalem : for what they do tothe leaſt ap» 

rance of his light in their hearts, they do it unto him : Yea, our 
Ford Chriſt at this very day,is as really crucified in their ſpiritual E= 
gypt and Sodows, as he was without the gates of Jeruſa/em ; and his 
righreous blood cries as loud againſt the profeſſors of this age, as ever 
ic did againſt the Jews : and they are hardned againſt him by a con- 
ceited knowledg, which by their imaginations they have guthered 
from the Scriptures, jult as the Jews were,but the eye inthem can no 
more ſee it, then the eye in the Jews could, 

Q. Surely if they knew the light tote the only living way, they 
would not be ſuth enemies to it. 

A, Yea I believe concerning them(as was ſaid concerning the Jews) 
that if they knew it,they. would not crrcihe the Lord of glory z for f 
bear many of chem reccrd,that they have a great zeal, though not ac+ 
cording to knowledg, Bar at preſcnt very ſad is their ſtare; for the 
God of the worid hath blinced chat eye in them, whichalone can ny 
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the truth ; and with chat eye, wherewith they now ſirive to fee, they 
ſhall never ſee with comfort. Yea,ſo exceeding groſs and thick are ma« 
ny of them become,and their hearrs ſo farythatin Read of feeling the 
wanc of the ſpirit of God in themſelves,and mourning after ir, they 
can mock at the appearances of 1t in others, and ſpeak cencemptibly 
of a light wichin,where Chriſt Caith the lighe is : For, ſaich Chriſt, Take 
heed rharthe light which is in thee be not darkneſſe, for if, &c, 

Q. But will net they reply, that they do not oppoſe (much leſs mack at ) 
the light of the ſpirit, but only that which ye ignoranily call the light of 
the ſpiret? 

Mr we have found ir tobe the light of the ſpiriczand to work that 
in us and for us,which no other lighs ever could,do nor blame us for 
giving in our teſtimony that it is chat light. And cake beed how ye re - 
proach us with ignorance, ſeeing many of us have paſſed chrough all 
that which ye call knowledg : bur our light is a new and firange thing 
to you, and ye are not yet able co judge ir, 

Q. But way not men obtain eternal life by reading the Scriptures, 
witbout knowing or owning this principle of the l:g ht ? 

A. The true end of mens reading the Scriptures,is to turn them to 
the light. The Scriptures concain meſlages concerning God,concern- 
ing Chriſt,concerning tbe Spirit,the end whereof is to turn men to 
the power and life,which can do the thing for them: which God, which 
Chrift,which Spiric fill all chings, and are within in the hearty as well 
as Wichour, The word is nigh chee,inthy hearc,and in thy mouthyſaich 
Moſes tothe Jews,ſaith Paw! tothe Chriſtians. And to what end do 
they tell chem ir is there ? bur rhar chere they ſhould waic upon it, to 
hear its voice,and to obey it. Now markgthough men could praQtiſe and 
perform all things mentioned in the Scripture*, yer not being turned 
co this,they are not in the way of ſalvation : for the Way of ſalvation is 
not a particular path or courſe of Ordinances and duties preſcribed 
in the Scriptures, bur it is a n2W way,a living way,a Way that the Wiſeft | 

rofeſſors,ourt of it never knew(I will lead themin paths chey have nor 

nown,) So that while men know n2t, nor are Dot turned to the lighe 
and power whereof the Scriptures teſtifie, all their reading of the 
Scriptures, praying and practiſing Ordinances and duties there men. 
tioned, are but in vain-and in the end will prove bur a falſe cover « 
ing, and notthe covering of the ſpirit. 

Q. But how did men do ſurmerly ? for this is but a /a'e notion about the 
light ; have none ever been ſaved that have not embraced this nation ) 
A.1 
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- A. I ſpeak not of embracing a nation, bur of eurning to the ching it *®: 
ſelf,whichour which none perns_wvqpe can be ſaved: for it is rigs. | 
can ſave,and ir ſaves ovly chem chat are turned to ir, Now if any man 
ſo read the'Scriptures, as thereby to learn coturn tothis, he may feel 
chat which will work ſalvation in him, though he know not its name. 
j For as darkneſle ,bzing turned to, works th in a miſtery, though irs 
Y natne be not known,bur it may appear and be raken for lights ſol 
being tutned to, works life in a miſtery,alchough he in whom ic works, 
(hould nor be able to call ic by its name. 

| Q. Ther by tbis,a man may be ſaved, though be ſhould not know the 
Iunteral name Jeſus, or th: litteral name Chriſt, & c, 

A, The names are but thefignification of the things ſpoken of, for 
|. ic is the life, the power (the being transformed by ted that ſaves, nor 
the knowledg of a name. AndChrifttans mightily deceive themſelves 
herein,for they think co be ſaved by believing a relation concerning 
; Chrit,as he appeareJin a fleſhly body, and ſuffered death at Jerwſo* 
| lem. Whereas Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever : and 
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the ſaving Knowledg reveals him, not only as he was then, bur as he 
was the day before, and as he will b2 for ever. And this knowledg is 
alſo revealed in the Scripture, but they are ſo drowned in the Letrer, 
| wherewich che carnal part is ſo filled,chac che ſpiritual eye cannot open 
| in themtoſee : and ſo that which was ordained for life, becomes dearth 
to them, and ch:y periſh, they periſh juſt as the Jews did : for their 
| eyes are With held by a wiſdom which they have grown up in from the 
| Leccer, from the beholding the miſtery of lifein che ſpirir,whichalone 
| 


can Work our, and ſave from the miſtery of dzath- 

Q. But did not God formerly work life in men by their reading of the 
Scriptures, and by the preaching of ſuch god'y Miniſters, as are now 
deſpiſed, and cowited Amtichriſtian ? | 

A, When menread the Scriptures formerly in the times of thick 
darkneſlz, and when ſome of choſe (who were not made Miniſters ac» 
cording to the order of the Goſpel)preached in che implicity of their 
hearts, according to the beſt hghe of their fe-ling and experience , 
the Lord pitied the ſimplicity of their hearts, and ſecretly refreſhed 
chis principle in them by ſuch reading,and by ſuch preaching, Bur now 
this principle is made manif<R, ch:1r reading and ſerting up a knows 
1:dg of the Scriptures wichout this ( Which was the thing even then 
from. whence they bad their life)yea in oppcſition to this, this increas 
ſeth cheir death and bondage, aud (hu:s them out of life. 

Q. Well 
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Y Well I | 
ag 9; rainy 6  oppoli char lighr, 4 
- A. Wil ro the Scriptures in ition to that lighr, © 
which alone can give chee the — of the Scriptures ? arr 
of knowledg wilc thou gather from che Scriptures ? Not a k 


which will humble thee, and cleanſe chy hear ; bur a knowledg whicl 


will puff thee up, and fit thee for che Jaughter. While chou art from 
the lighc , thou canſt not know the Scriptures, nor the power of God, 
bur arr exalring ehine own imaginations,Conceivings, and reaſoning 


ery and wie for light there , Wt.» 
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abour the ſenſe ot Scriptures. And chis thou wilt one day know wich 


ſorrow,when God calls thee to an account for thy boldnefle,in putting * 


ſenſes and meanings upon his words wichour his lighe. 

Q. I am ſtartled? 

A. Many havefallen, and more muſt fall : for the ſharp Axe of 
the Lord is preparrd co cur down every profeſſor, with all his profeſ- 
ſion and religious praQtiſes & imitations from Scripture, which and 
not in the pure life, Happy art chou , if chou nowfall by char hand, 
which now ſtrikes at many 1n great loving kindnefle and mercy, that 
he might raiſe them up again, and fix them firm on the true foundati- 
on- But miſerable are choſe, whoſe eyes are withheld, cill rhe day of 
cheir viſiration be overſlipr,and ſo they continue keeping their corrupr 
Randing, and confidence in their fleſhly knowledg of Scriptures , for 
they alſo muſt fall, bur cheir fall will be otherwiſe, 

Mind therefore this my ſingle hearted advice. 

Ler thy Religion be to feel the pure principle of life inthe pure 
veſlel of life, for che eye muſt be pure that ſees the life, andthe hear 
that receives ic, And faith is a pure myſtery, and it is only held in 
a pure conſcience» Know that in thee char purifies thee, and then 
thou knoweſt Chriſt, and the Father and the Spirit : and as that lives 
and grows up in thee, ſo ſhalt thou know their dwelling place , and 
partake of their life and fulneſle, 


THE END. 


